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LOCAL MAN’S CALL-TO-ACTION: GIVING PLATELETS ACROSS NATION
Elyria – To bring attention to the vital importance of donated platelets, a retired factory worker from Avon Lake is giving the blood component in every state of the Union.  Al Whitney, 70, is using his own funds and leisure time to roll up his sleeves Nationwide.

Platelets are a clotting component of blood most often transfused into cancer and leukemia patients whose platelets have been destroyed during harsh but necessary chemotherapy or radiation treatments.  Without a healthy person’s platelets, these patients are at risk of fatally hemorrhaging.  
Platelets take approximately 60- to 90 minutes to donate and generally require a needle be inserted at the inner elbow of both arms.  The process is painless, but donors must remain still on the donor bed for the duration.
To date, Whitney has given in Pennsylvania, Texas, Kentucky, Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Virginia, California, and Washington D.C.  He plans to accomplish his mission, which he dubbed “Platelets Across America,” in about two years.
America’s Blood Centers (ABC), the National federation of community-focused blood centers, lauds Whitney’s ambitious goal.  The Association is encouraging all 77 ABC “sister blood centers” to recognize his meritorious mission when he is in their respective state.
On Thursday May 8 at 10 a.m. Whitney will be celebrating his 600th gift of platelets at his hometown blood center: LifeShare Community Blood Services, 333 E. Bridge St., Elyria, Ohio  44035.
LifeShare distinguishes itself as a community-focused charity; blood collected remains in the community where it was donated.  LifeShare is the only source of blood and components to every hospital and cancer center in Lorain County and to St. John West Shore Hospital in neighboring Westlake.  The charity also provides more than 50 percent of blood to the vast University Hospitals Health System and is a large supplier to the Cleveland Clinic System.  LifeShare has nine donation facilities across Northeast Ohio and conducts mobile blood drives year ‘round.
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