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HISTORY-MAKING INTRODUCTION: 
LOCAL BLOOD RECIPIENT TO MEET ANONYMOUS DONOR HERO
Elyria – For the first time in its 58-year history, meticulously guarded blood-donor and blood-recipient confidentiality at LifeShare Community Blood Services will be willfully abandoned.  
“January is National Volunteer Blood Donor Month and it seems like a splendid time to break the rules.  In honor of those who give blood, our charity is arranging for a transfusion recipient to meet the person who very recently helped save her life,” said Lisa Mayles, LifeShare spokesperson.

Amherst resident and member of the Oberlin College Chemistry Department, Cindi Manning was suddenly diagnosed with an autoimmune disorder in November.  Bleeding under the skin, she was immediately rushed from her doctor’s office to EMH Regional Medical Center.  Upon arrival she had zero platelets in her blood; an essential clotting component of blood, the normal range of platelets is 150,000 to 400,000.  Because Manning was in danger of a brain hemorrhage, she was placed in the Intensive Care Unit for five days where she received platelets.
“All I could think about watching those platelets transfuse into my body was: who was the angel who cared enough about a total stranger to save my life.  And now I am being given the rare opportunity to express my gratitude for this remarkable demonstration of goodness,” said Manning whose current platelet count is now a hefty 370,000. 

My condition will be chronic, but not terminal.  I now know that most times platelets are used by children and adults battling cancer and leukemia – individuals who have a much more daunting battle ahead,” she added.

Now for the first time, Manning will meet her unsung hero – Dave Shively of Grafton.  The union will take place at 10 a.m. Tuesday January 3 at LifeShare’s blood donor facility at 333 E. Bridge St. in Elyria where Shively has donated platelets 411 times.

LifeShare is the only provider of blood and components to every hospital and cancer center in Lorain County and to St. John West Shore Hospital in neighboring Westlake.  The charity also provides more than 50 percent of blood to the vast University Hospitals Health System and is a large supplier to the Cleveland Clinic.  LifeShare has 10 donation facilities across Northeast Ohio and conducts mobile blood drives year ‘round.

To make an appointment to donate, call toll-free 1.866.644.5433.  Walk-ins are also gratefully accepted.
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Cindi Manning’s autoimmune disorder is (ITP) Idiopathic Thrombocytopenia Purpura.

