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LOCAL MAN DONATES 500TH GIFT OF PLATELETS
Elyria – Avon Lake resident Al Whitney will celebrate his 500th donation of platelets at LifeShare Community Blood Services’ 333 E. Bridge Street location in Elyria September 7 at 9 a.m.  Whitney is the second person in the charity’s history to achieve this level of donation.

Platelets are a clotting component of blood generally transfused into patients battling cancer or leukemia.  The process, while painless, requires a needle in both arms and can take up to two hours depending on the donor’s platelet count. 
“Donating platelets is easy and painless and the intrinsic reward that comes from helping save lives is all the thanks I need,” said Whitney.  “Donating platelets has become part of who I am at the core and I am grateful to LifeShare for making this philanthropic outlet available to me and others who care about saving the critically ill,” he added.

“We can’t thank our donors often enough and for Al and others who are among our most ardent supporters, there aren’t words to express our humility and gratitude in the face of their goodness,” said Lisa Mayles, the charity’s spokesperson.
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