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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY AT 9 A.M.

RED, WHITE AND BBQ BLOOD DRIVE TO BENEFIT BLOOD DONORS, TROOPS
Elyria, Ohio – On Wednesday October 8 from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., blood donors at LifeShare’s 333 East Bridge Street facility in Elyria are in for a treat.  David Waun of Smokin’ Brothers’ BBQ is taking the day off from competing in contests to dish up pulled pork and beef brisket sandwiches. 
As the USO coordinator for Operation BBQ Ohio, Waun regularly takes his smokers on the road to feed and show appreciation for Northern Ohio soldiers.  On Wednesday, he’s going to be ‘twice as nice.’
“David is an amazing member of our community.  In addition to giving about-to-be deployed Ohio soldiers a uniquely American farewell taste of home, he also honors LifeShare blood donors throughout the year.  On Wednesday, he’ll be on-site serving every blood and component donor a hot, delectable BBQ meal,” said Lisa Mayles, LifeShare spokesperson.  
“Since last September, David and his wife Laura have hosted 11 Operation BBQ Ohio events and fed over 3,800 soldiers and their families.  This fall two additional events are planned to feed a total of 900,” added Mayles.
“I got involved in Operation BBQ because my wife and I wanted to do something to support our troops; having a bumper sticker just isn’t enough for us,” said Waun.  “We’ll continue Operation BBQ in Northern Ohio for as long as we have soldiers deploy.”

Waun will cook his BBQ in smokers 10- to 14 hours overnight before the LifeShare event.

For those who can’t donate blood, Waun is offering the meal in exchange for a $4 donation to benefit the upcoming Operation BBQ events.  LifeShare is encouraging veterans, members of the military and the general public to come out and support Waun’s efforts with a gift of blood and or a donation for the next troop send-off.   
At 9 a.m. the Elyria VFW Post 1079 Honor Guard will present the colors followed by an address by Post commander Gene O’Quinn.  Post 1079 is underwriting a portion of Waun’s food costs for the event.
“We are a very patriotic community and LifeShare is proud to collect blood in honor of those who preserve and defend our precious liberties.  It is interesting, but not entirely surprising to learn that most often, people who vote and are conscientious tax payers, also tend to be dedicated blood donors.  Donating blood is one of the most patriotic of all acts.  This blood drive is especially poignant when remembering the red in our Nation’s beautiful flag stands for blood,” said Mayles.
LifeShare is the only source of blood to every hospital and cancer center in Lorain County and is a primary source of blood across Northeast Ohio.  Blood donated to LifeShare remains in the community where it was given.

To donate you must be 17, weigh 110 pounds and be in generally good health.
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