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BLOOD DONORS GETTING HELPING HAND FOR HOLIDAYS
Elyria, Ohio – From today through January 17, 2009, blood donors who travel to any of LifeShare Community Blood Services’ permanent donor facilities will receive a $25 Speedway gas card. 
“This small gift is to help donors defray the cost of traveling to and from our donor sites during the holidays and this difficult economic time.  As the only source of blood to Lorain County’s hospitals and a primary source across Northeast Ohio, our charity has a tremendous responsibility to ensure no lives are lost for lack of blood.  If this promotion removes just one barrier to donation during the hectic holidays, then everyone wins,” said Lisa Mayles, LifeShare spokesperson.
Those who choose to donate at a mobile drive will not receive the gift card since the Blood Center is required to fuel the busses providing donors that convenience.  
LifeShare has eight permanent donor facilities across the region, but only seven sites will be open during the holiday promotion.  These locations are: 333 E. Bridge St., Elyria; 4274 Oberlin Ave., Lorain; Olde Firehouse at Rt. 83 & Lake Rd., Avon Lake; Allen Medical Center, 508 Dickson St., Wellington; 18100 Jefferson Park Rd., Middleburg Heights; Mercy Medical Center, 1320 Mercy Drive, N.W., Canton; and, 267 McCauley Dr., Uhrichsville.  

(The Blood Center’s site in Westlake at St. John West Shore Hospital, 29160 Center Ridge Rd., Suite R is temporarily closed to redistribute staffing during the promotion to provide best possible customer service.)
Directions to LifeShare’s donor sites can be found at www.lifeshare.cc or by calling 1.866.644.5433 (life).
Blood donated to LifeShare remains in the community where it was given.  To donate you must be 17, weigh 110 pounds and be feeling generally well.
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