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TATTOO SHOP NEEDLING BLOOD DONORS
Elyria – Eclectic Tattoo on route 83 in North Ridgeville is hosting a blood drive with a special purpose Saturday July 17 from noon to 3 p.m.  
“People in our close-knit community want to help each other, but when it comes to tattoos there is a misunderstanding.  Around five years ago the FDA’s policy on blood donation and tattoos changed; as long as the tattoo is healed and was provided in a licensed shop in the state of Ohio, you can give blood,” said Lisa Mayles, LifeShare spokesperson.  
“This is especially important since we know a primary barrier to giving blood is fear of needles.  Those who get tattoos, which are applied with a needle, are not likely not to be daunted by the tiny, painless needle prick required to give a little blood,” she added.
The owner of Eclectic Tattoo, Dewey Smith is an ardent supporter of blood donation.  “I give blood every time I am eligible because I genuinely care about the lives of people in our community and want to do more than talk about it.  We are hosting this blood drive with LifeShare because they are the only source of blood to Lorain County.  And we want to get the message out to those who have tattoos that there is no longer a deferral for ink,” said Smith.

To help deliver this message, during the blood drive Smith is having the Lorain County Health Department give a presentation on blood borne pathogens and the importance of hygienic standards in the tattoo industry.  He is also willing to put his money where his mouth is: everyone who donates at the drive Saturday will be given a gift certificate for 20 percent off a tattoo up to a $500 discount.  

All blood types are sorely needed, but LifeShare and Smith are imploring those with O Negative, A Negative and B Negative blood to donate because supplies of those types are critically low.
In addition to being the only source of blood to Lorain County and the primary source to Stark County, LifeShare provides over half the blood needed across the seven-hospital University Hospitals Health System.  The Blood Center is also a large provider of blood and components to other hospitals in the region including the Cleveland Clinic system.  The Blood Center is a charity that distinguishes itself by keeping blood in the community where it was donated.
To donate blood you must be 17, weigh 110 pounds and be feeling generally well.  To learn more about LifeShare and blood donation, visit www.lifeshare.cc.  
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